movement advancement project

Efficient Absentee/Mail Ballot Processing
No updates required since December 19, 2025

Background
The last decade has seen a large increase in voters choosing to utilize absentee or mail ballots rather
than traditional in-person voting. This increase creates logistical issues for election jurisdictions in the
ballot counting process, which in turn can cause the reporting of election results to be delayed in some
situations. One policy that states can use to help lessen these delays is allowing absentee and mail
ballots to be processed prior to Election Day. This processing does not involve tallying or releasing
results ahead of Election Day, but rather taking steps such as verifying voter signatures and opening
ballot envelopes so that counting can later be done more quickly.

Scoring
e State requires or allows absentee/mail ballot processing to begin prior to Election Day, 1 point

e State does not require or allow absentee/mail ballot processing to begin prior to Election Day, 0
points

Summary Table
Category Number List
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
D.C.
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
43 states & Idaho
D.C. lllinois
Indiana
lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri

State requires
or allows
absentee/mail
ballot
processing to
begin prior to
Election Day
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Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
Wyoming

State does not
require or
allow
absentee/mail
ballot
processing to
begin prior to
Election Day

7 states

Alabama
Mississippi
New Hampshire
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
West Virginia
Wisconsin
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail

Alabama (0)
e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin at 7am on Election Day (Code of Ala. §17-11-
10).
Alaska (1)
e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin seven days prior to Election Day (Alaska Stat.
§15.20.201).
Arizona (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin 14 days prior to Election Day (Ariz. Stat. §16—
550).

Arkansas (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin seven days prior to Election Day (A.C.A. § 7-5-
416).

California (1)

e State allows signature verification to begin 29 days prior to Election Day and processing to begin
19 days prior (West's Ann. Cal. Elec. Code § 15101).

Colorado (1)

e State requires processing to begin upon receipt of mail ballots (C.R.S.A. § § 1-7.5-107.5).

Connecticut (1)

e State currently allows absentee ballot processing to begin four days prior to Election Day,
through 2021 (CT SB 1202 (2021)).

Delaware (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin as ballots are received beginning 30 days prior
to Election Day (DE HB 148 (2023)).

D.C. (1)

e Allows absentee ballot processing to begin prior to Election Day. Timing is not specified (D.C.
Mun. Regs. Tit. 3, § 808).

Florida (1)
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https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/lsa/ALI/election_handbook/Elect_Hndbk_20th_edition/chapters/law-institute-final-chapter-17.pdf
https://www.legislature.state.al.us/pdf/lsa/ALI/election_handbook/Elect_Hndbk_20th_edition/chapters/law-institute-final-chapter-17.pdf
https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-15-elections/chapter-1520-special-procedures-for-elections/article-01-absentee-voting/section-1520201-time-of-district-absentee-ballot-counting-review
https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-15-elections/chapter-1520-special-procedures-for-elections/article-01-absentee-voting/section-1520201-time-of-district-absentee-ballot-counting-review
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00550.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00550.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-7-elections/ar-code-sect-7-5-416/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-7-elections/ar-code-sect-7-5-416/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/elections-code/elec-sect-15101/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article7-5.html
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=1202
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/130373
https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/SectionList.aspx?SectionNumber=3-808
https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/SectionList.aspx?SectionNumber=3-808
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e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin 22 days prior to Election Day (West's F.S.A. §
101.68).

Georgia (1)

e State requires absentee ballots to be processed upon receipt of ballot (0.C.G.A. § 21-2-386).

Hawaii (1)

e State allows absentee ballots to be processed upon receipt of ballot (HRS § 15-9, §11-152).

Idaho (1)
e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (Idaho Code §34-
1005).
Illinois (1)
e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin within two days of receipt of ballot (10 ILCS
5/19-8).
Indiana (1)
e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin no earlier than seven days prior to Election Day
(1C3-11.5-4-6).
lowa (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin the day before Election Day (lowa Code
§53.23).

Kansas (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin prior to Election Day. Timing is not specified
(K.S.A. § 25-1134).

Kentucky (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin up to 14 days prior to Election Day (KRS §
117.087).

Louisiana (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin up to three days prior to Election Day (LSA-R.S.
18:1313).

Maine (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin up to seven days prior to Election Day (21-A
M.R.S.A. § 760-B).
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0100-0199/0101/Sections/0101.68.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0100-0199/0101/Sections/0101.68.html
http://ga.elaws.us/law/section21-2-386
https://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/title-2/chapter-15/section-15-9/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title34/t34ch10/sect34-1005/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title34/t34ch10/sect34-1005/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K19-8.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K19-8.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/in/title-3-elections/in-code-sect-3-11-5-4-6.html
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.23.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/53.23.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch25/025_011_0034.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52130
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=52130
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=81353
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=81353
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/21-A/title21-Asec760-B.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/21-A/title21-Asec760-B.html
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Maryland (1)

e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin eight days prior to the start of early voting
(MD SB 379 (2023)).

Massachusetts (1)

e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin as soon as possible upon receipt of ballot
(M.G.L.A. 54 § 94).

Michigan (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin two days prior to Election Day. (MCLS
§168.765).

Minnesota (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (M.S.A. §203B.121).

Mississippi (0)

e State does not allow absentee ballot processing to begin until Election Day (Miss. Code Ann. §
23-15-639).

Missouri (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin five days prior to Election Day (V.A.M.S.

115.300).

Montana (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (Mont. Code Anno., § 13-
13-241).

Nebraska (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin the second Friday before Election Day (Neb.
Rev. Stat. §32-1027).

Nevada (1)

e State allows processing of mail ballots to begin upon receipt of ballot (Nev. Stat. §293.325).

New Hampshire (0)

e State does not allow processing of absentee ballots to begin until Election Day (N.H. Rev. Stat. §
659:49).
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0379?ys=2023RS
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVIII/Chapter54/Section94
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0lchqt4pnky0kraksqfoebng))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-168-765
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0lchqt4pnky0kraksqfoebng))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-168-765
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/203b.121
https://codes.findlaw.com/ms/title-23-elections/ms-code-sect-23-15-639/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ms/title-23-elections/ms-code-sect-23-15-639/
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.300
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.300
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0130/part_0020/section_0410/0130-0130-0020-0410.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0130/part_0020/section_0410/0130-0130-0020-0410.html
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-1027
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-1027
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-293.html
https://gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/659/659-49-b.htm
https://gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/659/659-49-b.htm
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New Jersey (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (N.J.S.A. 19:63-17).

New Mexico (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin at any time after mailed ballots have been
sent. Further processing provisions vary based on the size of the jurisdiction (N. M. S. A. § 1-6-
14).

New York (1)

e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin within four days of receipt of ballot
(McKinney's Election Law § 9-209).

North Carolina (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin the fifth Tuesday before Election Day
(N.C.G.S.A. § 163-230.1).

North Dakota (1)

e State requires absentee ballot processing to begin up to three days before Election Day (NDCC
16.1-07-12).

Ohio (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin prior to Election Day. Timing is not specified
(Ohio Rev. Code § 3509.06).

Oklahoma (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin on the Thursday before Election Day (26 OKkl. St.
Ann. § 14-125).

Oregon (1)

e State allows processing of mail ballots to begin seven days prior to Election Day (O.R.S. §
254.478).

Pennsylvania (0)

e State does not allow absentee ballot processing to begin until 7am on Election Day (25 P.S. §
3146.8).

Rhode Island (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin 14 days prior to Election Day (R.l. Gen. Laws §

17-20-26).
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https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-19-elections/chapter-1963/section-1963-17-actions-of-county-board-of-elections-relative-to-mail-in-ballot
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2021/chapter-1/article-6/section-1-6-14/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2021/chapter-1/article-6/section-1-6-14/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/9-209
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_163/GS_163-230.1.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c07.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t16-1c07.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3509.06
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os26.pdf
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os26.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.478
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.478
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=25
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=25
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-20/17-20-26.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-20/17-20-26.HTM
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South Carolina (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin two days prior to Election Day (S.C. Code § 7-
15-420).
South Dakota (0)

e State does not allow absentee ballot processing to begin until Election Day (SDCL § 12-19-10).

Tennessee (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (Tenn. Code Ann. § 2-6-
202).

Texas (1)

e State allows absentee ballot processing to begin upon receipt of ballot (V.T.C.A., Election Code §
87.0241).

Utah (1)

e State allows processing of mail ballots to begin before Election Day. Timing is not specified
(U.C.A. § 20A-3-309).

Vermont (1)

e State allows processing of mail ballots to begin the day before the election (17 V.S.A. § 2546a).

Virginia (1)

e State requires processing of absentee ballots to begin upon receipt of ballot (VA Code Ann. §
24.2-709.1).

Washington (1)

e State allows processing of mail ballots to begin upon receipt of ballots (West's RCWA
29A.40.110).

West Virginia (0)

e State does not allow processing of absentee ballots to begin until Election Day (W. Va. Code, § 3-
3-8).

Wisconsin (0)
e State does not allow processing of absentee ballots to begin until Election Day (W.S.A. 6.88).
Wyoming (1)

e State allows processing of absentee ballots to begin the Thursday or Friday prior to Election Day
(W.S §22-9-121).
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https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c015.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t07c015.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/12-19
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2021/title-2/chapter-6/part-2/section-2-6-202/
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2021/title-2/chapter-6/part-2/section-2-6-202/
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.87.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.87.htm
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3/20A-3-S309.html
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/17/051/02546
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-709.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter7/section24.2-709.1/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.40.110
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-3-8/
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-3-8/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.88
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title22.pdf
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